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{Abstract)

An Essay on Lee Yang-ha's Life & Achievements

Kim, Mee-Young

The purpose of this article is to establish groundwork for a study of
Lee Yang-ha's life and work. So far discussions about Lee Yang-ha's essay
have focused on some of his masterpiece essays such as “Tree,” and “The
Adoration of Early Spring’ excluding his articles on English literature,
compilations of English textbook for middle schools & high schools,
English-Korean Dictionaries, Korean- English Dictionary, and unknown
essays. The goal of this article is to do research on those are influenced
by his life & foreign literature.

In his twenties, while studying abroad in Japan as a student, Lee
translated Poerries & Sciences written by 1. A. Richards into Japanese and
wrote some articles which introduced Walter H. Pater's novel, Marius the
Epicurean & Essays. In those times, he realized how important
appreciation of the beauties, poetical order as the truth, and morality as
norm of life were. From the thirties to early forties, Lee served as
professor in Yonhee College. In those times he wrote some essays and
some short reviews on Wordsworth, T. S. Eliot, and James Joyce to
introduce English literature to Korean people. His essays focused on
loneliness and sentiments were published in Lee Yang-ha's Essays (1947).
From the middle of forties till death, he served as professor in Seoul
National University. He made a number of English textbooks for middle &
high school students, and he also had compiled some English-Korean
Dictionaries and a Korean-English Dictionary. Those were so difficult
tasks without computers and established the grammar system for Korean
in that time. In those days, he wrote some essays on enlightenment for

Korean people. “Tree,” his most famous essay was the only exception. In
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that masterpiece, he had presented us satisfactory & perseverance(%5HE)
as a value or morality.

The conclusion of this article is that Lee Yang-ha's Life was be similar
to a duet of sciences that he had achieved as a scholar or a professor
and poetries that he had achieved as a poet or essayist, as like as he had
translated Poetries & Sciences written by I. A. Richards. Lee insisted on
the new morality that someone did his best in job area first, he should
be set free to enjoy his solitary second. Lee Yang-ha's world means the
new professional person makes his appearance in Korean society not as

an intellectual or an ideologue.

*Key Words: Lee Yang-ha, Essay, Walter Pater, I. A. Richards, Morality
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