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{Abstract)

Escape Game and Detective Narrative

in Korean Entertainment Shows
: Focusing on the Great Escape Series

Bak, So-Young

This paper analyzed how Korean entertainment programs used the
detective narrative as an engine driving games. The real variety show is a
type of entertainment that is most popular in the Korean broadcasting
circle. The era of real variety show entertainment begins, as the real
variety show is combined with other various genres. The detective genre
was also combined with the real variety show, to create the detective
entertainment, a new type of the real variety show. The detective
entertainment is used as a session of general real variety shows, such as
Infinite Challenge and Running Man, but it also used as a format of
entertainment program, such as Crime Scene. Great FEscape sets the
ultimate goal to escape large sets by going through a series of secret
rooms, and consistent narratives are established in the process by making
the causation of stories through detective narratives. Viewers, therefore,
have funny experience, like readers of detective novels, by reading stories
hidden in secret rooms, watching the process in which cast members
escape from them. The cast members of {Great Escape) do not compete
with each other, but function as a team which should gather strength to
achieve the common goal of escape, different from other detective
entertainment programs in the format of competition based on each
members detective ability. Moreover, it increases viewers concentration
on the escape process, by actively using horror contents such as zombies
and ghosts, featuring cast members who play roles as NPC appearing in

games and rescuing or evacuating them, and also secure the reality, by
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invoking the cast members’ responses.

*Key Words: Great Fscape, Entertainment Contents, Real Variety Show,
Detective Narratives, Detective Show
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