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{Abstract)

The Legend as a Historical Symbol during
the Japanese Colonial Period and its Meaning
as a Literary Narrative

Kang, Mi-Jeong

This study aimed to clarify the symbolic meaning of legends to Koreans
and the meaning of collecting legends, focusing on the research and
recording of legends of Koreans during the Japanese colonial period. Legend
can be defined as a style of oral narrative handed down to the folk centered
on the basis for which the story was created, and such a definition began to
become common in the early 1920s. The legend of the Japanese colonial
period was a story that symbolized history in a situation where historical
education for Koreans was insufficient. In particular, as a result of collecting
legends for readers of the the Dong-A Ilbo and the Josun Ilbo in 1926, a
number of legends with a completed narrative structure were recorded.

Against this background, the value of legends was re-evaluated not only
in folklore studies on legends and their relevance to shamanism, but also
in the study of literary history or in the process of creating historical
novels and historical fairy tales. However, it is difficult to find a case of
general research on the origins of legends, characteristics of transmission
process, classification of legends as a form of oral literature, and
characteristics of themes and narrative structures. Nevertheless, the value
of legends as historical symbols or folklore and local literature during the
Japanese colonial period, the discovery of epic-ness through legend-gathering
activities, and interest in the historical significance of literature must have
become the soil for the study of Korean oral literature after liberation.

* Key Words: Legend, Historicity, Folklore, Locality, Literature History, Epic-ness
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