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{Abstract)

Commoners Confucianism in the Age of Transition II
- Park Gyeong-ri "The Land; The Mechanism of Conflict
and Reconciliation between Seo-hee and Gil-sang -

Seo, Uk-Su

The transition period Joseon was a period in which the feudal system
centered on Confucianism was overthrown and changes were sought while
embracing a new modern culture. In particular, Joseon faced the double
challenges of overcoming the limitations of not actively participating in
modernization in the process of exile and fighting against the imperialist
colonial strategy. However, the dismantling of tradition provided an
opportunity to resolve the discrimination of status that had been
compatible for a long time, and also served as an opportunity to
horizontally dispel the discriminatory status of yangban Confucianism and
commoners Confucianism. This thesis is an experimental study examining
the fusion process of vyangban Confucianism and commoners
Confucianism based on the cases of the late Joseon Dynasty and the early
Japanese colonial period reproduced in the historical novel Toji’. Along
with the dissolution of social status, it is natural for the ideologies of
nobles and commoners to also go through a process of dissolution and
integration. ‘Land’ depicts the process of identity and ideological clash
and reconciliation between the stubborn yangban forces who want to
maintain the existing authority and order based on Confucianism and the
commoners who want to respond to the changing generation based on
the ideology of Buddhism, shamanism, and even Donghak. It is explained
with a focus on personal narratives. Thus, the novel development
coincides with the drastic change process of Joseon. This is because the

author of this novel reproduced the history of Joseon in the transitional
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era in the form of a novel. Through this, the late history of Joseon is
explained not as an unfortunate history of colonialism, but as a process
of re-creating a new ideology for our people. In other words, it explains
the creation of a commoner-centered national ideology that fuses the
Confucian ideology of morality and consideration with the traditional
religious ideology of spirituality and sympathy. These traditions remain in

effect even today after liberation.

* Key Words: Commoners Confucianism, Morality, Consideration,
Equality Consciousness, Modernization, Reconciliation
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