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{Abstract)

A Li and Qi Theory based Interpretation
of the Seven Emotion’s ‘Becoming Evil(i)
in Toegye, Gobong and Yulgok

- Focusing on ‘Liruo-Qigiang’ -

9

Zhao, Tian-Tian - Choi, Young-Jin

One of the challenges of Neo-Confucianism is the question of “why the
originally good will becomes evil when the good nature is manifested.”
Toegye(Ei%), Gobong(%i%) and Yulgok(%#) approach the problem of good
and evil in the Seven Emotions according to the basic premise of
Neo-Confucianism, which states, If the emotion is activated and it suits
the equilibrium, it is good, and if it does not suit the equilibrium, it
becomes evil. However, the diagnosis of ‘the factor that causes the Seven
Emotions to be neglected is different for each. It is believed that in the
real world there are cases in which the activation of justice cannot be
equilibrium because the Li cannot control the Qi. ToegyeGEiZ) argues that
if the Qi disobeys the Li and the Li is obscured, the Qi becomes evil, not
because the Li is weak, but because it is a limiting situation in which
there is no way for the Li to do anything. If this logic is applied to the
Seven Emotions, it can be said that the reason the activation of the Qi of
the Seven Emotions becomes non-equilibrium and the Li is destroyed,
becoming evil, is that in reality it is impossible for the Li to control the
obscurity of the Li against the Qi. This is not much different from
Liruo-Qiqiang in content. Yulgok(E#®) believes that if the Qi on which
the Li is riding is unclear Qi, the Qi will cover the Li, so the emotion
does not suit the equilibrium and becomes evil. This unclear Qi is beyond
the control of the Li. It is hard to say that this is beyond the logic of
‘Liruo-Qiqiang (Bl RHR) .
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However, ‘Liruo-Qiqiang@7% ) conflicts with the basic premise of
Neo-Confucianism that ‘the Li presides over the Qi’. In other words, it is
difficult to reconcile the argument that “the Li presides over [controls] the
Qi and “Liruo-Qigiang”. This paper accepts the logic of Namdang Han
Won-jin on this issue, and views that the former is argued from the
perspective of ‘the main source’ and the ‘the latter’ is argued from the

perspective of trend.

* Key Words: Toegye, Yulgok, Seven Emotions, Evil, Liruo-Qiqiang
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