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{Abstract)

Characteristics of Historical Literature in the History
of Literature during the Japanese Colonial Period

Kang, Mi-Jeong

In this study, the question ‘What was the perception and evaluation of
historical literature during the Japanese colonial period? What is the
influence? (What is the effectiveness of novels, myths and legends,
historical events and historical stories?), and tried to find answers to
these questions through research on the history of literature at the time.

The description of the history of literature during the Japanese colonial
period can be divided into the case of describing the overall history of
Joseon literature and the case of the so-called ‘history of new literature’
after the modern era. In the history of literature as ‘overall history’, the
historical development of Joseon literature (novel) is emphasized. On the
other hand, in the new history of literature’, there are many cases that
are inclined to the theory of transplant literature or the theory of
identity. This difference also affects the perception of historical literature.
Therefore, in ‘overall history’, the value of myths, legends, historical
stories and historical stories is positively recognized, whereas in ‘new
history of literature’, novels related to history tend to be viewed
critically.(Question 1)

What is common in the description of the history of literature during
the Japanese colonial period is that both ‘overall history’ and ‘new history
of literature’ give a certain interpretation to historical works and
biographies of characters in the 1900s. However, although many studies
use the name historical novel, it is difficult to find a case in which it is
set as an independent item in the description of the history of literature.

Nevertheless, the influence of historical literature at that time can be
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found in the handling of myths, legends, historical events and historical

stories in the ‘overall history’ of the Japanese colonial period.(Question 2).

* Key Words: Japanese Colonial Period, History and Literature, History of
Literature, Overall History, New History of Literature
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