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(Abstract)

A Study of Goh Jung-Hee's The Poetics of Dialectic
and 5-18 Representation

Ahn, Ji-Young

This paper examines Goh Jung-hee's poetry and poetics, and seeks to shed
light on aspects of Minjung theory and Gwangju representation. In the 1980s,
Goh pointed out the male-centricity of Minjung movement and articulated the
idea of women as Minjung. Concerned that the feminist movement’s
categorization of “woman” ignored differences between women, she also
explored the possibility of solidarity based on differences. However, on the
other hand, she emphasized sisterhood and insisted on solidarity based on
identity. Go Jeong-hee's strategy for women's liberation originated from a
critical analysis that she called ‘dialectical poetics. This essay was first
revealed in her bachelor's thesis at Korea Theological University, submitted in
the late 1970s. This article examines Goh's attitude of moving away from
dichotomous thought and pursuing a dialectic based on immanence, which is
manifested throughout the world of his poetry. Goh's poetics is based on an
awareness of the immediate problem of the historical reality of the ‘here and
now. ‘here and now is understood not as a time that flows continuously from
the past, but as a “past time” in the Benjaminian sense that must be read in
the urgency of the present. This was an important issue in the matter of
representing the Minjung, especially the Minjung of May 18. In this article, we
will discuss the fact that Goh sought solidarity through the representation of
May 18, which does not ignore the differences between the agents.

* Key Words: Goh Jung-Hee, The Poetics of Dialectic, Immanence, Minjung Theory,
Gwangju Representation
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