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{Abstract)

The Bu-Ma Democratic Uprising and Seoul Centrism
- About the Fateful Union of Gwangju and Bu-Ma and its Reaction -

Park, Dae-Hyun

The role of the region in the history of the Korean democratization
movement is very important, but its value and significance has so far been
reduced and excluded from Seoul's perspective. As a result, the Bu-Ma
Uprising was disparaged as a regional struggle, and as the Gwangju Uprising
was subordinated to the achievements of the June Uprising, the place called
Gwangju remained a symbol of massacre and death. The reason for this
result is that the fruits of the June Uprising (1987 system), which were finally
achieved in the spirit of the Bu-Ma Uprising and the Gwangju Uprising, were
evaluated and made meaningful from a Seoul-centric perspective. The June
Uprising has the significance of being a nationwide uprising that spread
throughout the country through the Bu-Ma Uprising and the Gwangju
Uprising. However, the spiritual and historical meaning of the June Struggle
was monopolized by Seoul-centeredness through regional emotional politics
that separated Bu-Ma and Gwangju. As a result, the Bu-Ma Uprising was
regarded as a regional event like the March 15 Masan Uprising, and
Gwangju's own historical achievements were subordinated to the
Seoul-centric meaning of the June Uprising. Therefore, restoration of the
historical meaning of the Bu-Ma Uprising will be achieved by overcoming
the Seoul-centric view of the history of the Korean democratization
movement. And that can be said to be possible only through the fateful
combination of the Bu-Ma Uprising and the Gwangju Uprising.

* Key Words: Bu-Ma Democratic Uprising, 518 Democratization Movement,
June Uprising, Seoul-centrism, Spring Revolution of 1960
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