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{Abstract)

The Educational Effects of Debate as Seen through

the Experiences of Debate Contest Participants
- Focusing on the Pusan National University
Reading Debate Competition -

Cha, Yun-Jung

This study analyzed the experiences of participants in the Pusan
National University Reading Debate Contest to determine the educational
effects of debate. If students' experiences are classified according to
educational effectiveness, they can be divided into debate ability, reading
ability, thinking ability, cooperative learning, and academic competency.
In terms of debate ability, there was an improvement in argumentation
skills based on logic and an improvement in communication skills that
improved speaking and listening problems. In terms of reading ability,
changes in genre-biased reading attitudes and critical reading experiences
appeared, as well as diversification of perspectives and expansion of
thinking ability. Advantages of cooperative learning were also revealed,
such as improving problems through feedback between team members
and trust between team members improving debate ability and motivating
them. Academic competency was also shown to be strengthened, with
knowledge and learning methods gained through debate competitions
having a positive impact on academic performance. What is noteworthy is
that, first, students are specifically aware of the educational effects of
debate. Students were analyzing the improvement of specific abilities
through debate, the reasons for thinking so, and the process of improving
those abilities. Second, the strengthening of academic capabilities, such as
self-directed learning capabilities, which had not received attention as an
educational effect of debate, appeared. This is something that needs to

be actively considered in future debate education.
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