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{Abstract)

Reality and Challenges of Busan Independent Film
- Focusing on Busan Filmmakers’ Perception -

Nam Young-Hee*Kim Geun-Ja*Cho Young-Ae*Lee Soon-Wook

This study examines the identity and meaning of independent film and
the locality of Busan independent film, focusing on the perceptions of
filmmakers in Busan. After analyzing data from written interviews,
face-to-face interview, and face-to-face meeting, it was found that
independent film is perceived as a portfolio for commercial film
production, a self-narrative record, and a policy term for support projects
in Busan, while maintaining its social movement past. Today, as the term
independent film can be interpreted in multiple ways, the orientation of
independent film has also diversified. Strategies to reveal the locality of
Busan independent films include the place of hometown, the sentiment of
the Gyeongsang-do region symbolized by the dialect, the historicity of the
port city and the Wartime capital, and the belief in the future of Busan as
a film city with infrastructure such as film education and support systems
and the Busan International Film Festival. Above all, it is significant that
they recognize the need for self-awareness and solidarity among
filmmakers in order to realize their imagination of Busan as a center city
of film. This is a driving force to open a new horizon for Busan
independent film, which has a wide range of desires, from commercial
success as a filmmaker to private records and the formation of social

discourse about Busan as a film city.

* Key Words: Busan, Independent Film, Locality Strategy, Filmmakers, Film-making Support
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