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(Abstract)

Reading Madang Gipeun Jip as a Resource for Korean

Cultural Literacy Education
- Focusing on Korean Ideational Culture -

Cha, Yun-Jung

This study serves as a preliminary exploration for utilizing the novel
Madang Gipeun Jip as an instructional resource for Korean -cultural
literacy education. It analyzes the forms of Korean ideational culture
embodied in the text. Set in the chaotic aftermath of the Korean War,
the novel realistically portrays family and community life through the eyes
of the young protagonist, Gil-nam, revealing diverse aspects of Korean
ideational culture shaped at the intersection of traditional values and
emerging modern changes.

Based on an analysis focused on the characters and events in the
novel, this study identifies primogeniture-centered familism, fervor for
education, the spirit of diligence, sincerity, and perseverance, the ethic of
mutual aid, and ideological conflict as major elements of ideational
culture. These cultural elements not only served as the mental foundation
that enabled Koreans to endure the historical tragedy of war but also
continue to function as meaningful ideational components in
contemporary Korean society.

Cultural literacy education through literary texts is effective in enabling
learners to grasp Koreans ways of thinking and value systems in an
integrated manner within their cultural context. By revealing the
ideational culture formed at the intersection of individual survival and
communal ethics in the immediate post-war era, Madang Gipeun Jip

provides learners with an opportunity to deeply reflect on the internal
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logic and emotional structure of Korean culture. Thus, the novel holds

significant value as a resource for cultural literacy education.
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