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{Abstract)

An Analysis of Contracted Past Tense Error Patterns in
hada and boda Produced by Burmese-speaking
Beginner Learners of Korean

Park, Yun-Mi - Won, Yun-Hee

This study examines patterns of past tense errors produced by beginning-level
Korean language learners whose first language is Myanmar, with particular attention to
the non-standard forms ‘@-" and “B-" that occur in contracted past tense
constructions of the verbs hada (“to do”) and boda (“to see”). The data consist of 32
written texts collected from classroom writing tasks in a beginner-level Korean course
at a university-affiliated language institute in Busan, involving eight Myanmar learners
who were instructed under the same curriculum and learning conditions.

A total of 53 past tense errors were identified, among which contracted forms
accounted for the largest proportion (21 cases). Within this category, the non-standard
forms “Zr-" and “B&-" were consistently observed across midterm and final assessments,
unit tests, and regular classroom activities. Notably, these error patterns were also
found among learners with relatively high levels of writing proficiency, indicating that
they cannot be reduced to simple orthographic mistakes.

The findings suggest that these errors are better understood as developmental
phenomena resulting from the interaction of phonologically driven spelling strategies,
unstable recognition of morpheme boundaries, and incomplete internalization of
contraction rules. In addition, the coexistence of standard and non-standard forms
within individual learners’ outputs indicates that the relevant grammatical rules have
not yet been fully stabilized in their interlanguage systems.

Based on authentic classroom data, this study provides a detailed account of
contracted past tense errors among Myanmar learners and offers pedagogical

implications for teaching Korean past tense forms, particularly high-frequency verbs,

at the beginner level.
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