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{Abstract)

Performative Reenactment of the Busan-Masan

Democratic Uprising
- Non-Heroic Narratives in Original Musicals -

Choi, Hee-Young

This study examines how the Buma Democratic Uprising is reenacted
and remembered through three original musicals — Erased Name, Buma
(2019), 1979 Buma: The Beginning of the Candlelight (2022), and 1979:
Fragments of Memory (2023) — produced by Yegam and commissioned by
the Buma Democratic Uprising Memorial Foundation. Rather than heroic
or tragic revolutionary narratives, these works center on the everyday
lives and emotions of ordinary people, using memory-laden spaces like
Nampo Salon to evoke collective empathy. By emphasizing personal
stories and emotional textures, the musicals challenge singular historical
accounts and foster a community of shared memory. They also invite
contemporary audiences to reflect on democratic values, positioning the
stage as a space for both remembrance and civic imagination. Ultimately,
this article argues that reconstructing the uprising through emotion,
memory, and everyday life reveals the transformative potential of the arts
in shaping democratic sensibilities. Critical reflection is needed on the
aesthetics, historical framings, and regional dynamics involved, especially

amid tensions between institutional support and artistic autonomy.

* Key Words: Busan-Masan Democratic Uprising, Original Musicals, Performative
Reenactment, Non-heroic Narratives, Democracy
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