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{Abstract)

The Longstanding Present of the Japanese Military

“Comfort Women” Movement in Daegu-Gyeongbuk
- Support Activists’s Feminist Movement Experiences and Partyhood -

Son, Seon-Hui

This study analyzes the life experiences of ten activists supporting the
Japanese military “‘comfort women” in Daegu and Gyeongbuk, who have
been marginalized in centralized research, through oral life histories and
in-depth interviews. To this end, drawing upon feminist experience
theory, I utilized the three-dimensional narrative inquiry space as a
conceptual framework for this research. The participants developed a
critical consciousness by sharing the temporality and sociality of social
movements during the 1990s. They also experienced the ‘blockage” of
their activities due to the political conservatism and patriarchy of Daegu
and Gyeongbuk. Meanwhile, they created political spaces of “opening’
through the female solidarity, such as the feminist meal-sharing network.
Initially, the activists faced friction with survivors due to generational
gaps and prejudices; however, they achieved affective solidarity through
empathic listening and “world-traveling.” Notably, they did not view the
survivors merely as objects of support but recognized them as agents of
the movement through ongoing debate and dialogue. In that process, they
sought to re-present the partyhood of the ‘comfort women” issue,
expanding it from the victims to a concern for all members of Korean
society. These interactions served as biographical turning points, as local
activists became ‘entangled” in the survivors memories, reconstructing
themselves as successors of memory and human rights activists.
Ultimately, the ‘comfort women” movement in Daegu and Gyeongbuk
demonstrates the “longstanding present’—a movement that, through the

activists' persistent sense of responsibility, transcends historical trauma to
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address universal women's rights issues in the here and now, moving
toward the future.

* Key Words: Japanese Military “Comfort Women” Movement, Daegu-Gyeongbuk, Support
Activist, Feminist Movement Experience, Partyhood
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