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(Abstract)

Koo Yeon-sik's Modernism Poetics and
Theory of the Vitality Object

Heo, Jung

This article sheds light on Koo Yeon-sik's theory of modernist poetry
and the theory of vitality object. Koo Yeon-sik's study of modernist
poetry proceeds in the order of Dadaism and Surrealism, Neo-Sensualism,
and Imagism. At the center of that research is Surrealism.

Koo Yeon-sik elucidated the genetic context of avant-garde art, traced
the process of its reception in Korea, and studied Korean literature from
the perspective of avant-garde art. He uniquely classified modernism and
types of images. He also included Dadaism and Surrealism in the
literature of Intellect, viewed the intellect that orders chaos as operating
in Surrealist poetry, and presented a unique Surrealist poetic method in
which a unified order regulating chaos operates.

And to overcome the limitations of Surrealism, he devised an original
poetic theory called the ‘vitality object.” This is a poetic theory that
breathes organic vitality into the lifeless images of Surrealism. It was a
fundamental search to escape the trap of experimentation for its own
sake inherent in avant-garde art. Koo Yeon-sik is known as a poet who
wrote surrealist poetry, but he should also be remembered as a poetry

researcher.

*Key Words: Koo Yeon-sik, Surrealism, Modernism, Intellectualism, Vitality Object
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