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{Abstract)

The Trajectory of Self-Reflection and
Social Consciousness in Go Jeong-ok's Poems

Park, Kyung-Su

This article aims to identify as many of Go Jeong-ok's poems as
possible and to specifically reveal the aspects of inner self-reflection and
social consciousness displayed in his poetry. In particular, it seeks to
examine how the anguish and reflection on reality form turning points in
Go Jeong-ok's poems, and to explore the phases linked to the trajectory
of the poet’s life.

A total of 23 poems by Go Jeong-ok could be found. There were 13
poems published during his time at Gyeongseong Second High School, 9
poems published during his time in the preparatory course at
Gyeongseong Imperial University, and 1 poem published under the pen
name ‘Wimin(8EK) during his probation period before re-entering the
main course.

Most of Go Jeong-ok’s poems from his high school days are works that
express the inner consciousness regarding the world in which the poetic
self finds itself. He views the reality of the era as an abnormal world,
akin to a “sick clock.” This is a tragic worldview awakened by the bleak
national reality. Within this tragic worldview, the existence of the self is
diminished or plunges into depression and nihilism, sometimes even
spiraling into an eschatological worldview. However, the poetic self is not
consumed by emptiness and despair but is expressed through aspirations
or expectations for a new world.

Go Jeong-ok's poems from his college years is predominantly
characterized by a listener-oriented, persuasive voice alongside a concrete

awareness of social reality. As the length of his works increases, they
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exhibit a narrative tendency. As message-centered poems oriented toward
the audience, they clearly express a social awareness. This reflects a shift
in perspective from the “home-self’ to the “street-people” following his
participation in a reading club. His work demonstrates a perception of
reality that combines social and national consciousness while reinforcing
class solidarity.

In this article, the possibility was raised that another pen name,
Goryeongmin(Fi#[), was used in addition to Gowimin(FiER), and the

task of verifying this was left as a research task.

* Key Words: Go Jeong-ok, Go Wi-min, tragic worldview, social consciousness,
national consciousness
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