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(Abstract)

The Application of Buddhist Doctrine and Royal Succession
in the Late Middle-Ancient Period of Silla

Lee, Dong-Yun

This article examines how the Silla royal house drew upon Buddhist
doctrine for self-representation during the transition of royal succession
from seonggol(BF) to jingol(BF) at the end of the Middle-Ancient period.
Previous scholarship, by tying the Sakya-clan(Blli%) glorification of King
Jinpyeong's lineage to seonggol status, has in effect treated Buddhist
self-representation as the exclusive preserve of the seonggol. This study
argues instead that such self-representation extended to royalty and elites
outside the seonggol, and above all to the politically excluded lineage of
King Jinji.

The study first takes as its premise that the sanctity of the royal house
did not originate in Buddhism. Upon an indigenous conception of sacred
kingship that predated the religion, the cakravartin (E###F) ideology of
King Jinheung's reign and the Sakya-clan (Bll%) consciousness of King
Jinpyeong's reign were successively superimposed. On this basis, King
Jinpyeong's lineage glorified itself as the family of Sakyamuni, the present
Buddha.

It then shows, through the name of the hwarang Sadaham and the
Maitreya image at Danseoksan Sinseonsa, that Buddhist self-representation
was not the exclusive preserve of the seonggol, though its depth and
systematic character differed by social status. Attention is further drawn
to the name “Yongsu” (ff#) borne by Kim Yong-chun of King Jinji's
lineage, which indicates that this lineage too mobilized Buddhism for
self-representation.

The attempt to read “Yongsu” as the Dragon-Flower Tree (fEZEk)
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beneath which Maitreya attains buddhahood—and thereby to establish a
correspondence between the present and future Buddhas—is left as a
tentative hypothesis (##). So long as the primary referent of “Yongsu” is
the Madhyamaka thinker Nagarjuna, that correspondence cannot be
confirmed from the sources. The study thus widens the relationship
between Buddhism and the royal house beyond the seonggol, while the

confirmation of the correspondence itself awaits further evidence.

* Key Words: Seonggol(38), Jingol(EH), Maitreya, the Future Buddha, Kim Yong-chun
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