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{Abstract)

The Establishment of Ulsan Airfield during
the Japanese Colonial Period and the Local Community

Ha, Ji-Young

This study examines the establishment process, operational status, and
impact on the local community of Ulsan Airfield, which opened as the first
civilian airfield on the Korean Peninsula during the Japanese colonial
period, and explores its significance in the development process of the
modern city of Ulsan. Opened in 1928, Ulsan Airfield served as an
intermediate stop for the international air network connecting Japan,
Korea, and Manchuria, and functioned as a key infrastructure facility for
modern transportation transporting mail, passengers, and cargo. Furthermore,
it exerted direct and indirect influence on the Ulsan community by
demonstrating the potential for industrial aviation utilization and attracting
attention as a tourism resource, while also playing a role in the city's
modern urban development.

However, the process of establishing and operating Ulsan Airfield
entailed significant sacrifices from the local community. The excessively
low purchase prices set during the acquisition of the airfield site placed a
burden on landowners, and maintenance projects—such as the construction
of embankments, the improvement of drainage facilities, and runway
paving—were carried out through the Ulsan Irrigation Association, resulting
in local residents sharing the costs. Thus, despite being a national
infrastructure facility, Ulsan Airfield relied on the sacrifices and
cooperation of the local community for a significant portion of its
construction and operation.

Following the outbreak of the Sino-Japanese War in 1937, the functions

of Ulsan Airfield were transferred to Daegu Airfield, and the site was
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downgraded to an emergency landing strip. Subsequently, it was reorganized
into a military facility for the Japanese Army and Navy and mobilized as a
wartime logistics base, contrary to the local residents' initial expectations
for regional development. The case of Ulsan Airfield illustrates a facet of
local history in which regional development projects during the Japanese
colonial period, while accompanied by the local residents' expectations for
regional development, were ultimately bound to be subordinate to the

policy and military needs of Japan.

* Key Words: Il-seon-man(Hf&#) Air Route, Ulsan Airfield, Ulsan Irrigation Association,
Daegu Airfield, military airfield
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