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(Abstract)

Expulsion and Resettlement of the Popular Classes

in Modern Ulsan
- The Case of Repatriated Koreans -

Cha, Chul-Wook

This study aims to analyze the historical processes of displacement and
resettlement experienced by the people of Ulsan from the colonial period
through the post-liberation era. The primary subject of analysis is
Repatriated Koreans—Koreans who returned from Japan after liberation.
These individuals constitute historical subjects who were compelled to
repatriate to their homeland under the compounded structures of colonial
rule and Cold War power dynamics. Within this problematic framework,
the study establishes three analytical axes.

Ulsan farmers, having lost their livelihoods due to the collapse of
colonial agricultural policy during the Japanese colonial period, were
compelled to choose among migration to Japan—whether through official
channels or clandestine crossing—and emigration to Manchuria. In this
process, they were exposed to a multilayered structure of power relations
involving colonial authorities and smuggling brokers, among others.
Following liberation, the repatriation of Koreans in Japan was carried out
as a result of the combined effects of GHQ's repatriation policy, wartime
fear, and racial antagonism from the Japanese populace; however, the
process of return itself was likewise marked by a continuous sequence of
danger and exploitation. Even after repatriation, Repatriated Koreans
faced harsh realities, including food shortages, lack of housing, and
restrictions on property. The U.S. military government and South
Gyeongsang Province promoted an agricultural migration policy that
relocated Repatriated Koreans to wasteland in Samnam-myeon, Ulsan;

however, this policy was largely a failure, owing to false propaganda,
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insufficient support, and conflicts with local residents, leaving most
settlers unable to establish stable residence. The cases of Sinan Village
and Eden Village provide empirical evidence of the process by which
Repatriated Koreans were reduced to the status of abandoned people(#
). Nevertheless, these Repatriated Koreans did not remain passive in the
face of such circumstances; rather, they actively sought to secure their
survival through self-help organizations, collective land reclamation, and

livestock farming.

* Key Words: Expulsion and Resettlement, Repatriated Koreans, agricultural immigration,
inan Village and Eden Village, abandoned peopleEER)
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