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(Abstract)

Democratization movement in the Busan region
in the spring of 1980

Kim, Sun-Mi

This study aims to investigate the development of the democratization
movement in the Busan region during the spring of 1980. To this end,
the aspects of university campuses, the youth population, and the labor
sector were analyzed.

In the spring of 1980, student movement organizations resumed their
activities on university campuses, and based on this, the movement for
democratization of the campuses and the struggle against the new military
regime took place. Efforts were made among the youth to form the
Democratic Youth Council, which led to activities to make known the
truth about May 18. In the labor sector, fierce struggles unfolded among
field workers to improve working conditions and secure the right to
survival.

Through the analysis described above, this study aims to help
understand the reality of local communities in the spring of 1980 and,
furthermore, to contribute to the formation of a complete understanding

of the nationwide aspects of the ‘Spring of Democratization” in 1980.

*Key Words: Spring of 1980, busan, Student movement, Democratic Youth Council,
labor movement
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