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| Abstract |

A Study on the Locality of the Seomjin River and
Songhwa River in Park Kyong-Ni's novel 7oji (Land)

Cho, Yun-A

This study aims to find out the meaning and value of space
formation based on literary imagination by understanding the
spaces of ‘rivers' in the novel 7oji(land), which used the names of
spaces that actually exist, and in particular, by looking into the
locality of the Seomjin River and Songhwa River. In particular, it
analyzes such spaces by ‘locality to present ‘locality’ research
methods to the spatial research of novels.

The Seomjin River is a significant space as a location of death,
parting, and waiting for the characters. Also, it is magnified by the
narrator as a historical place where a considerable amount of
people shed blood. The characters closely communicate and
sympathize, living within the space or being in solidarity while
sharing important news. This displays the locality of the Seomjin
River, which has a sense of folkishness along with a sense of town
community.

In the case of the Songhwa River, an independence fighter who
was a real person appears and it is granted strong national
significance as the narrator states historical truths. In addition,
national significance is repeatedly mentioned by characters longing
for the independence of Joseon. The locality of the Songhwa River
has specificity in that a sense of community is found, not in living

but in concept, or in other words, only with regard to national
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consciousness.

This study analyzed the contrasting spatial characteristics of the
two rivers in 7oji(land) and it has value as it made new attempts in
spatial research by defining and applying ‘locality’ as a term that

includes placeness or national consciousness.

Key Words: Park Kyong-Ni, Novel 70ji, Space research,
Seomjin River, Songhwa River, Locality, Placeness,

Community, National consciousness

C=RENA 20213 98 232 - AARAE A 20214 108 202 - AIMZARY: 20214 108 24

78 =2z2E 213 26



