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| Abstract |

Formation and meaning of exploration literature
in modern Korea from the perspective
of knowledge distribution

Kim, Kyung-nam

This thesis examines the distribution of exploration literature in
modern Korea targeting biographies of explorers, translation
novels, and expeditions, and identifies the background and
meaning of the formation of exploratory literature such as
biographies, novels, and expeditions from the point of view of
knowledge distribution and the process. Exploration is the act of
going to a place, taking a risk, and examining it. Modern Korean
exploration literature can be categorized into biographies
describing the life of an explorer, translation novels about
adventures or expeditions, and explorers that organize records
related to actual expeditions.

When examining the media such as modern Korean newspapers,
magazines, and books, about 15 works that can be viewed as
exploration literature during this period can be considered. Among
them, most of the biographies introduced Columbus and Magellan
based on the theory of progress in civilization. Most of the
translated novels are translations of Western works such as the
Robinson Crusoe and the Gulliver’s Travels, but in the process,
many Japanese translations were translated as executives. This has
an important meaning in examining the background of the

formation of exploration literature in modern East Asia in terms of
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knowledge exchange. In the case of Japan in the early 19th century,
based on the so-called ‘liberation theory” and ‘civilization theory’,
the translation of exploration novels and the period of exploration
rapidly increased.

Even in modern Korea, exploration biographies and exploration
novels are meaningful in that they broadened the literary horizons
in terms of enlightening discourses on the progress of civilization
and encouraging patriotism. However, the fact that there are not
many such works and the fact that there are very few expedition
records that have compiled actual records of exploration can be
said to be a limitation of the development of modern Korean

literature in the era of the invasion of sovereignty.

Key Words: exploration literature, biography, translation fiction,
exploration, knowledge distribution,

civilization progress theory
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