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| Abstract |

Gimhae Hapseong Private School and its Interaction with
the Local Community in the Japanese Colonial Period

Ko, Naeun

Gimhae Hapseong Private School, founded as a modern
miscellaneous school in 1908, was at a risk of beng closed down
due to financial difficulty in 1920 when Gimhae Youth Association
took over its running. After securing finance thanks to the local
community which sympathized well with necessity of private local
educational istitution, Hapseong School aimed to be transformed as
an endowed school, in order to not be subjected to social and
systemic regulations by colonial authority on private school from
1924. Even though the school succeeded, after a series of
difficulties, in being authorized as an endowed school in 1931,
financial troubles caused by social and economic change of the
time forced closing down of the school in April 1938.

Hapseong School took charge of education of Joseon people in
Gimhae area until its closure. That is, it not only internalized
modern education to the local residents but also guranteed
autonomy in Joseon nationalistic education of the region. Moreover,
it functioned as a forum for regional education as well as formation
of public opinion, through which local residents could act as
principle agents requiring Joseon nationalistic and regional
education, not being limited as an object to be ‘moderniazed’. In

short, Hapseong School played an important role in accommodating
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a diversity of conflicts in the local community, thereby reinforcing
anti-Japanese sentiment under the social change and severe control
of the colonial government.

The colonial government attempted to take control of and
institutionalize private miscellaneous schools which carried out
Joseon nationalistic education with autonomous space in the local
community. However, main local actors involved in private schools
held a solitary fort against the colonial power through the medium
of educational space. It is true that education for Joseon people in
the colonial period was constantly marginalized and embraced into
the colonial one. Nevertheless, educational practices led by Joseon
people were still alive and were continued even under the Japanese

oppression.

Key Words: private miscellaneous school, Gimhae, Hapseong Private

School, Gimhae Youth Association, local community
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