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| Abstract |

The Ambidexterity of Thailand Reproduced in Thai Movies
- Focusing on the Thai Films in the Late 1990s to in the Early 2000s

Kim, Pil-Nam

In the late 1990s, when it reached the time of the turn of the
century since the first film of so-called New Thai Cinema had
appeared, Thai films began to be known as a part of the world
cinema, which caused the investment in them to increase sharply.
Later, as new actors and actresses and main directors flowed into
the cinema, audience’s preference with movie genres changed, and
the movie industry began to change rapidly on the whole with a
new narrative convention and format, increasing new groups of
audience, more fierce competition for the release of a movie, and
so on. Yet, the changes by New Thai Cinema were not necessarily
positive. As in other Asian countries at that time, the Thai cinema
also suffered from handicaps facing the global economic
depression, going through domestic or foreign political upheavals
and natural disasters, and lacking a main plan for films. Under this
condition, in the Thai cinema, complex and double-layered
problems, such as the conflicts from the mixture of a new system
and an old one, the poor reality where movie production couldn’t
work systematically, and etc., were not solved, and the domestic
issues were being stacked up. Nevertheless, social conscience films
crying out for a social conscience, Auteurism films pursuing arts,

commercial movies loved by the public, and etc. were produced,
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even though they were minority, and Thailand became the
film-making site that Southeast Aisa should pay attention to. At this
point, in order to examine how they achieved noticeable results in
terms of artistic values and commercial aspects, in spite of many
problems of Thai movies, the history of Thai films and the movies
produced by major directors were investigated, and the aspects of

Thiland depicted by them were analyzed in this paper.

Key Words: Thailand, Separation, Local, Fantasy, Modern Times
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