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| Abstract |

Achievements and Possibillities
of Community Culture Studies

Kang, Seok-Min

This This article aims to examine the theoretical significance and
mothodological possibillities of community culture studies within
the problematic of an era marked by pervasive crisis and
uncertainty. It critically reflects on epistemological frameworks
grounded in modernist simplicity and redefines folklore and
community culture from a perspective that rethinks social
dynamics while retaining the indeterminacy and multillayered
nature of life. From this standpoint, folklore is understood as a
vernacular culture that has constituted the capacities of life while
contending with modernity, and as a form of convivial practice. In
this context, the discussions of enclosure and the commons offer a
conceptual framework for interpreting community culture as a
mode of value practice that resists the continuous enclosures of
capital. Furthermore, through diversified forms of field-engaged
methodology—it becomes essential to reflect on the practical
implications of community culture studies. As a turn and expansion
of folklore studies, community culture research can be seen as a
project of producing practical knowledge that explores the
possibility of alternative relational ecologies by engaging with
issues such as locality, youth, and ecology, which are increasingly

invoked within contemporary crisis discourses. Ultimately, this
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endeavor seeks to think through plural forms of value practice that
contest capital-centered regimes of value by embracing complexity

and entanglement themselves.

Key Words: Folklore, Community Culture, Enclosure, Commons,

Maeul(village) Republic
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